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A= airway + C-spine protection

B= breathing

C= circulation

D= disability

E= exposure/environment 

Open airway, suction, oral or 
nasal airway, definitive airway 
(endotracheal, surgical airway)

2 large caliber IC >16 on 
peripheral line, consider only 
IO or cutdown & CVP after IC 
failure

WARM LR 2000cc if shock

STOP bleeder – compression 
or surgery

Consider cardiac tamponade
and pelvic fx if no hemothorax
& hemoperitoneum

GCS & pupil size

Remove all clothes & 
constricting device, caution: 
hypothermia

BVM or ventilator

**tension pneumothorax, 
hemothorax

Needle decompression  
chest tube insertion

SurveyPrimary

Standard Precautions

● Cap
● Gown
● Gloves
● Mask
● Shoe covers
● Goggles / face shield
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Airway Pitfalls 

• Failure to recognize need of airway
• Failure of intubation
• Equipment  failure

Ventilation Pitfalls 

• Failure to recognize ventilation problem 
• Iatrogenic issues
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Focus Focus 
abdominal abdominal 
ultrasoundultrasound

Circulation  Pitfalls

• Failure to recognize bleeding source
• Dilemma of resuscitation vs balance 

resuscitation
• Inadequate ER surgical control
• Iatrogenic issues
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Disability Pitfalls

• Underestimate A, B problems
• Jumps to conclusion AMS = brain problem
• Underestimate C-spine injury

Exposure Pitfalls

• Inadequate exposure
• Neglect hypothermia
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Adjuncts to Primary Survey

PRIMARY SURVEYPRIMARY SURVEY

Vital signs
ABGs

Pulse
oximeter
and CO2

Urinary / gastric catheters
unless contraindicated

Urinary
output

ECG

Adjuncts Pitfalls

• Failure to recognize indications & 
contraindications

• Improper placement technique
• Iatrogenic issues


